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Jury Gives Probation to Man Convicted  
Again of Starving Baby to Death 

 

Brownsville, TX.– Wednesday, January 30, 2019--A San Benito man is convicted for a second time in the 

death of his infant nephew.  Abraham Proenza, 39, appealed the original guilty verdict, and sentence of 40 years 

handed down in 2013 by a different jury.  Proenza filed an appeal of the original verdict and sentence, which were 

overturned by the Court of Appeals due to comments made by the judge in the first trial.  In the second trial that 

occurred this month, the new jury made the decision to find him guilty of a lesser crime, and sentenced him to 10 

years PROBATION this morning in the 445
th

 District Court.  

About the Case 

Back in 2008, police were called to the home of the former day care director where they found Proenza attempting 

CPR on non-responsive baby Aiden, 4 months old at the time.  In his interview with authorities, Proenza stated the 

baby was left to cry in a back bedroom for over an hour.  A short time later, he was no longer breathing.  EMS 

professionals and doctors at the hospital attempted to resuscitate the baby, but he was pronounced dead just 

under an hour after the initial call came to dispatchers.  It was obvious that the baby was severely malnourished, 

weighing only as much as a newborn, with sunken eyes, and bruising on parts of his body.  This coincides with 

Proenza’s claims that infant could not hold down his formula, and his subsequent weight loss.  Proenza never 

sought medical attention, and the official findings are that the baby starved to death with only a part of a green 

jalapeno pepper found in his stomach. 

Disappointment in the Sentence 

“Even though I must respect this jury’s decision, I do not agree with it.  I strongly believe that they made a terribly 

wrong decision. Baby Aiden, neglected and alone, starved to death. By their verdict of guilty, the jury found that 

Proenza recklessly caused the death of a 4 month old by failing to provide basic human nourishment and medical 

car. Despite this atrocious criminal conduct, the same jury decided that Proenza deserved Probation,” said 

Cameron County District Attorney Luis V. Saenz. 

Robert Partrick Rodriguez, who prosecuted the case, said, “The jury punishment verdict is outright outrageous, and 

denies Baby Aiden the justice in death that the defendant denied him in life. “ 
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